[Technique of enzyme digestion adding brushing for isolating bronchial epithelial cells].
This study improved the previous techniques of harvesting rabbit bronchial epithelial cells. With 0.05% of trypsin on the epithelial side of trachea and bronchus, a mild digestion was used before a brushing protocol. The cells were identified with immunocytochemistry and electron microscope, both the cell viability and the membrane integrity of cells were evaluated. A comparison analysis of this method with the simple mechanic brushing and the simple digestion method were done. The results showed that, with this method, cells in a high purity and high viability could be obtained and the recovered cell number could be enough for experiments. It can be concluded that the method is useful and effective for isolating bronchial epithelial cells especially for small animals.